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TIRUNELVELI wasteland, which can be utilised for industrial

Caital subsidy ai use. The district, having high literacy rate and
apital subsi Iven to entrepreneur
P yd preneurs good number of skilled workers should see the

Collector M. Jayaraman handed over the establishment of hundreds of small and tiny in-

capital subsidy of Rs. 19.65 lakh to three industries dustries in the near future with the assistance be:
under the State Government's industrial policy for iNg extended by the Central and State Govern-
Micro, small and medium industries 2008 in a spe- Ments,” Mr. Jayaraman said.

cial guidance camp organised here on 10.12.09. The camp, organised by District Industries
He said the youths, instead of being job seekers,Centre and PSN Group of Educational Institu-
should establish their own manufacturing units after tions, had attracted 630 aspirants, of whom 94
undergoing proper training to provide employment Persons obtained online approval for starting
to others. Extending credit facility to the qualified their Enterprises. For establishing brick kiln in

entrepreneurs would not be a hurdle and henceKarivalamvanthanallur and Vasudevanallur, the
youths should come forward to start their industries. Centre had released its assistance of Rs. 1.2:
A total of 66 entrepreneurs, who had been trained crore while the State Government’s share would
on the technical aspects involved in establishing € Rs. 22.04 lakh, he informed.

poultry industry, were about to start their produc- Senior Regional Manager, Indian Overseas

tion in the near future. Likewise, agro-based indus- Bank A. Rashid Khan, president of Tirunelveli

tries in good numbers should come up. District Tiny and Small Industries Association

D.S.M. Jayarajan, and Assistant Director of

“As the district has been blessed with vast stretch Small, Tiny and Medium Industries Develop-
of arid lands besides 96,000 hectares of farmlands,ment Corporation, Kutti Raja, spoke.

the unemployed youths should make use of the







ERODE

Coconut shell powdering units are mushrooming
in the district, thanks to a good market and Govern-
ment support.

In the recent past three units have come
up with Government support by way of subsidy. Dis-
trict Industries Centre (DIC) General Manager R.
Ekambaram says Government has granted subsidy to
three units, all of which have received the subsidy un-
der the Micro, Small and Medium Industries Policy.

The first industry received 15 per cent to the tune
of Rs. 25 lakh, the cost of machinery, as subsidy un-
der the micro industries scheme. The second, run by a
woman, received 15 per cent of Rs. 50 lakh, the cost
of machinery, as subsidy and an additional five per-

cent towards promoting women entrepreneurship.

The third industry too has become eligible for
such a subsidy and has been granted one but the
cheque is yet to be disbursed.

Mr. Ekambaram says all three units availed of
the Government grant for expansion that is all have
set up second units.

The units buy coconut shells, available plenty
in the district, powder and send them to units that
manufacture brake shoe, clutch plate, plywood,
moulding workshops, and industries that manufac-
ture mosquito coil.

R. Selvaraj of Agavi Agro Products, Kan-
gayam, says his unit has the capacity to powder
250 kg of shells an hour. He gets 90 per cent of the
guantity of shells as powder. The rest is waste.

The powder is then sent to Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh and Chennai and a few other districts in
the State.

He says there is a market for coconut shell
powder but it has become competitive given the
increase in the number of units.

The units buy coconut shells around Rs.
4.00 a kg, which varies depending on the availabil-
ity. At present it is costly because farmers are not
harvesting coconut as it is not profitable to do so.

The powder is sold between Rs. 7.25 to Rs.
7.50 a kg, depending on the quality. DIC GM Mr.
Ekambaram says more entrepreneurs have
evinced interest in setting up coconut shell manu-
facturing units and that his office is scrutinising the
applications.
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